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 Are you ready to head to Charleston for 

our Fall Seminar on October 15-16?  I am sure 

Matt Rhoad will have a wonderful lineup of 

speakers for us and don’t forget to attend Al’s 

Low Country Boil for social on Thursday night.  

Our education offering on Thursday, Oc-

tober 15th will be class 604 Environ-

mental Due Diligence and Liability.  I 

hope to see everyone in Charleston.  

Bring a friend or fellow coworker to 

Charleston so they can enjoy what our 

chapter has to offer. 

 We had a great turnout for our 

Summer Seminar in Concord on August 

21.  Matt had a great lineup of speakers with a 

technology based theme like Lidar and drones or 

rather unmanned aerial vehicles.  Who would 

have thought the good ole boy’s from NASCAR 

would use so much technology in their profes-

sion.  They have come a long way from four bar-

rel carburetors and big block engines to using 

fuel injection and computers to analyze which lap 

they will run out of gas.   

 The times are changing in the right of way 

business also, we are being asked to secure more 

easements in less amount of time and the only 

way we can do this is by using technology to 

work smarter not harder.  Surveys don’t take as 

much time now with the use of Lidar, documents 

are emailed to right of way agents in the field and 

electronic signatures are becoming the norm.  I 

have even heard of agents after initial meetings 

with the property owners are using Skype and Fa-

ceTime to interact with each other.  Who is re-

sponsible for bringing in this technology?  Why 

it’s the YP (Young Professionals) group, they 

grew up with iPhones and iPads from an early 

age and continue to find new ways to use these 

tools along with Twitter, Facebook, SnapChat 

and InstaGram.  Chapter 31 now has a 

YP group led by Bonnie Blalock 

(bblalock@thcinc.net) and she is calling 

on all 35 and under members to assist in 

the formulation of this new group.  

 The IRWA Young Professionals 

Network is focused on building a strong 

foundation for the next generation of 

Right of Way Professionals. Ethics, educa-

tion & encouragement are the nucleus of their or-

ganization. Be a part of the initiative! Please con-

tact Bonnie about this opportunity. 

Thank you for your involvement and commit-

ment to the IRWA, we could not be so successful 

without our hard work and dedication.  Remem-

ber to register early for Charleston so we can get 

an accurate headcount 

and I hope to see eve-

ryone in Charleston.  
What’ s  inside  th i s  I ssue? 

MEETING AGENDA 2 

REGISTRATION INFO 3 

OFFICERS  4 

CHAPTER NEWS 8 

UPCOMING EVENTS 7-8 

RECENT PHOTOS 13 

Buster Allen 

See page 15 for de-

tails on the Octo-

ber meetings and 

Al’s Low Country 

Boil Cookout! 

mailto:bblalock@thcinc.net
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FALL SEMINAR, CHARLESTON, SC  

OCTOBER 16, 2015 at: 

HOLIDAY INN CHARLESTON—MT. PLEASANT 

250 Johnnie Dodds Blvd., Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464 

(843) 884-6000 

Room Rate:  $129 plus taxes 

Overflow Hotel: 

Marriott Courtyard Charleston Mt. Pleasant 

1251 Woodland Ave., Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464 

(843) 284-0900 

Room Rate: $134 plus taxes 

  Ask for the IRWA rate.  

Lunch  Sponsored by: 

________________________________ 

Reservations must be made by SEPTEMBER 15, 2015 to secure these rates  

 

FALL SOCIAL AND NETWORKING EVENT 

Thursday, October 15th  6:00pm - until 

 

Al Oswald’s Low Country Boil 

1041 West Ocean View Rd., Charleston, SC 29412 

 

Shuttle service from Holiday Inn Charleston—Mt. Pleasant will be provided 

Sponsored by: 

 

SOUTHEASTERN LAND SERVICES 

and 

UTILITY LAND SERVICE 



 

  
 
 
 
 
 

FALL SEMINAR – OCTOBER 16, 2015 

HOLIDAY INN CHARLESTON-MT. PLEASANT 

250 Johnnie Dodds Blvd., Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464 

(843) 884-6000 
Thursday, October 15 

8:00 a.m. -  5:00 p.m.  EDUCATION 

    C604—Environmental Due Diligence and Liability 

       (Contact Holly Whitley-Cataldo holly.whitley-cataldo@hdrinc.com) 

6:00 p.m. -  until  NETWORKING & HOSPITALITY  

    Al Oswald’s Low Country Boil 

    1041 West Ocean View Rd., Charleston, SC 29412 

    Shuttle service from Holiday Inn will be provided 

     Sponsored by: 

    SOUTHEASTERN LAND COMPANY and  

     UTILITY LAND SERVICE  

Friday, October 16            QUARTERLY SEMINAR— 

    Holiday Inn Charleston—Mt. Pleasant 

7:30a.m.– 8:00a.m.        Registration 

8:00a.m. – 8:30a.m.   Welcome/Announcements/Sponsors 

8:30a.m. – 8:40a.m.         Break 

Presentations 

8:40a.m.—9:30a.m.  IRWA Young Professionals Program 

    Taylor Sass,  IRWA Chapter 8 Young Professionals Committee  

9:30a.m. - 9:40a.m. Break 

9:40a.m. – 10:30a.m.     The Quick and Easy Way to Permit and Build Nuclear Plants  

    __________, SCANA 

10:30a.m. - 10:40a.m. Break 

10:40a.m.– 11:30a.m.  TBA 

11:30a.m. - 11:40a.m. Break 

11:40a.m. – 12:30p.m.       TBA 

12:30p.m. – 1:30p.m.  LUNCH  sponsored by ______________________________ 

1:30p.m. - 2:30p.m.  Chapter Business Meeting 
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Carolinas Chapter 31 

International Right of Way Association 

2014-15 Leadership Directory 

 O F F I C E R S 

PRESIDENT   

Ottis ‘Buster’ Allen 

Telephone  919-546-3484  

Email: Buster.allen@duke-energy.com 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Matt Rhoad 

Telephone: (919) 821-6748 

Email  Mrhoad@smithlaw.com 

TREASURER 

Anthony Alderman  

Telephone: (828) 228-4673  

Email  alderman.valuations@gmail.com  

SECRETARY 

Jason Bloch 

Telephone:  (803) 316-7793 

jbloch@telics.com 

INTERNATIONAL DIRECTOR (1 YEAR) 

Julie A. McDonald, PLS, PE  

Telephone  (704) 201-8898 

Email: Julie.McDonald@cardno.com 

INTERNATIONAL DIRECTOR (2 YEAR) 

Ottis ‘Buster’ Allen 

Telephone  919-546-3484  

Email: Buster.allen@duke-energy.com 

If you have news for  the Carolinas’ Courier  

please contact: 

Buzz Prescott SR/WA, R/W-EC,  

Dominion Carolina Gas Transmission 

220 Operations Way 

Cayce, SC 29033 

803/726-3805 - office 

803/260-6138 - cell 

philip.prescott@carolinagastransmission.com 
 

The Carolinas’ Courier is published quarterly. 

Member      

News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 31 is adding the SR/

WA review and exam course 

in early December. It will be 

held in Charlotte, NC. Please 

watch for the advertisement 

to be published soon!  

SOS 
Course Coordinator Still Needed for C604 

Course to be held on October 15, 2015 in 

Mt. Pleasant, SC. The Course Coordinator 

may attend the course for free. Please con-

tact Holly Whitley-Cataldo if you are inter-

ested at holly.whitley-cataldo@hdrinc.com.  

mailto:alderman.valuations@gmail.com


 

Services  

 Easement acquisition 

 Project management 

 Cost studies 

 Fee simple acquisition 

 Surveys 

 Title abstraction 

 Appraisals 

 Expert Witness Testimony 

Client Types 

 Utilities 

 Municipal Governments 

 County Governments 

 State Governments 

 Telecommunications 

 Cable Industry 

 

WE OFFER A HIGHLY TRAINED STAFF, WITH EXPERTISE IN ALL TYPES 

OF FEE SIMPLE AND EASEMENT ACQUISITION ON ALL LEVELS. NO 

MATTER WHAT TYPE OF PROJECT, UTILITY OR SCHEDULE,              

WE’VE GOT THE TEAM!  

We’ll help make your next project more 

successful.  We get a lot of satisfaction 

out of that. Check us out on the web at 

southeasternlandco.com, you’ll see. 

Southeastern Land Company 

P.O. Box 1241 

Conway, SC 29528 

www.southeasternlandco.com  

 

Office—843.248.8999 

 Cell—843-450-1157 

Fax—843-248-8995 

Email—slcsc@aol.com 

William F. Saunders, Jr. 

President  
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MEMBERSHIP  REPORT  

CAROLINAS  CHAPTER  31 

July 15, 2015 to  August 21, 2015 

Allover the Carolinas 

Total Membership as of  April 15, 2015     297 

New Members               + 3 

Total Membership as of   July 15, 2015  300 

** Based on the most current Roster and various other 

odd metaphysical equations we have yet to fathom.  

New Members  

Welcome ! 

We look forward to having  y’all in our Chapter. 

Attention members and those applying for member-
ship to Chapter 31 – Please email your membership 

application form to:  irwaonline.org 

Or—email  kdkilpatrick@vaughnmelton.com for info! 
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 Chapter 31 Recon-
cile Report for 

CASH & BANK: 
Savings -Wells Fargo 

Report created on 9/1115 

P&L - Fiscal Year to Date 

07/01/15 - 09/11/15 

 

Income          $6,433.61 

Expenses       $7,419.79 

Net                   ($986.18) 

Balance Sheet 

As of 09/11/15 

 

Checking    $23,208.88 

Savinings   $59,414.94 

Total           $82,633.82 

New Update coming 
soon to a gnusletter 

near you. 

 

 

John S. Luntsford Integra Realty Resource—

Charlotte, NC 

 

Jamonica M. Facyson Duke Energy Carolina, LLC 

 

Michael G. Know, Sr. Willbros Services (US), LLC 

 

 

Mark your calen-

dars now for the 

Fall Seminar in 

Charleston on 

October 15-16th. 

You don't’  want 

to miss Uncle 

Als’s Low Coun-

t r y  s h r i m p 

boil…..well, your 

stomach doesn’t. 
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1st Quar-

ter        

Winter 

Seminar 

Region 

Spring 

Forum 

2nd Quar-

ter       

Spring 

Seminar 

Annual 

Chptr 31 

Board 

Meeting 

International   

Education 

Conference 

3rd Quarter       

Summer 

Seminar 

Region 

Fall Fo-

rum 

4th Quarter             

Fall Semi-

nar 

2015 Twas a 
good 
course in 
bitter cold 
in Colum-
bia 

  Raleigh, NC 
April 23, 
2015 Crse 
410 Review-
ing Apprais-
als in Emi-
nent Do-
main 

 Charlotte 

May 22, 
2015 

  

San Diego, 
CA  June14-
17, 2015 

Concord, 
NC Aug. 21 

August 19 & 
20, 2015 
Crse 700 
Intro to 
Prop/Asst 
Mgmt 

Panama 
City 
Beach, FL 
Oct. 8-10th 

Charleston, 
SC  Octo-
ber 16, 
Crse 604   
Envrmntal 
Due Dilignc       
Uncle Als 
lowcountry 

2016 Greenville, 
SC Feb 19, 
2016 

 Nashvil
le, TN  

April 
16th 

Hickory, NC 
April 22, 
2016 

Raleigh-
May 20, 
2016 

Nashville, 
TN June 12-
15, 2016 

Charlotte, 
NC August 
19, 2016 

 Gulf 
Shore, AL  
October 

Charleston, 
SC         
October, 
2016 

2017 Charlotte  Myrtle  
Beach, SC 
April, 2017 

Raleigh 
May, 
2017 

Anchorage, 
AK June, 
2017 

Wilmington  
August 2017 

Charles-
ton, SC 

Charleston, 
SC         
October, 
2017 

         

IRWA Young Professionals 
"Opt-In" 

Interested in IRWA Young Professional news & event updates? 

We are here to bridge the communication gap and keep you ap-

praised of everything happening within the entire association! 

Join our "Opt-In" program to receive monthly notifications of 

events, classes & meetings. You don’t want to miss out!   

Contact: 

 

 

 

Ms. Bonnie J. Blalock 
THC, Inc. 

7508 E. Independence Blvd. Suite 127 

Charlotte, NC 28227 

 

Phone: (704)568-9990 

E-mail: bblalock@thcinc.net 

mailto:bblalock@thcinc.net


 

 

 
  

Page 8 

The Education Corner 

by Jane Nelson and/or MR. PDC, Bobby Deal 

2016 Annual Conference 

in Nashville 
 

Anyone that is interested in vol-

unteering to work during the 

conference at the registration 

booth, ribbons desk, banquet ta-

ble desk, etc. to please send Julie 

McDonald an email?  

 

She is coordinating the volun-

teers for 2016 and would like to 

get an early start on signing peo-

ple up.  More details will follow 

in a few months.  
 

Email Jules at: 

Julie.McDonald@cardno.com 

HELP 

NEEDED 

What We Need In 2015—You! 

 

UPDATE: IRWA’S INTERIM COURSE COOR-

DINATOR CERTIFICATION TRAINING 

PROGRAM IS NOW AVAILABLE 

 For New Course Coordinators: The interim ver-

sion of IRWA’s Course Coordinator Certification 

Training Program has been posted on the Chapter 

Leadership page of the IRWA website. 

o While the official training program is being final-

ized, this interim training program (consisting of a 

PDF file and a 30-question exam) has been made 

available to enable new Course Coordinators to be-

come certified. 

o Successful completion of the exam (with a score of 

70% or higher) is required to become certified. 

o Completed exams can be submitted to Nathan Cru-

zado, Education Coordinator & Facilitator Liaison: 

 Email: cruzado@irwaonline.org 

 Fax: (310) 538-1471 

 Coming Soon: The official, interactive version of 

the Course Coordinator Certification Training Program 

will be made available for those Coordinators who 

need to re-certify, a well as for new Course Coordina-

tors. 

o Headquarters Education Staff will make an an-

nouncement once the official training program has 

been launched to all Coordinators who need to re-

certify, with all applicable information. 

o New Course Coordinators who successfully com-

plete the interim Coordinator 

Certification Training program will not be required to 

take the official training program again in order to 

maintain their certification status. They will need to 

recertify after two years. 

o Everyone’s certification status stands until the launch 

of the official program, regardless of their expiration 

date.—Holly Whitley-Cataldo——704-618-9005 

mailto:cruzado@irwaonline.org
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The Summer Seminar and business meeting were held on Friday, August 21st, 2015 at the Hampton Inn & 

Suites Concord/Charlotte at Concord Mills, NC.  The meeting was called to order by President Buster Allen at 

8:00am. 

 

Thank you to North by Northwest Consulting and TELICS for sponsoring the Thursday evening social and 

Friday’s lunch. 

 

Board Members Present – Buster Allen, Matt Rhoad, Jason Bloch, Tim O’Brien, Holly Whitley-Cataldo, 

Kevin Kilpatrick, Larry Wright, Frank Mundy, Glenn Winfree, Julie McDonald and Paul Thompson. 

 

The minutes from the Spring meeting held April 24th in Durham were approved. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT – Please see the Treasurer’s section of the newsletter for details. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

- Fall Seminar will be held in Charleston with the traditional low country boil at Al’s. 

- Please let Julie know if you can volunteer at the 2016 Annual Conference in Nashville. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

- Fall Forum will be October 8-9 in Panama City, Florida. 

- Matt Rhoad discussed buying a Square credit card payment system to accept new credit cards. 

 

Tim O’Brien and John Lunsford won the $50 gift card drawings. Congratulations! 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 2:30pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jason Bloch 

Secretary, IRWA Carolinas Chapter 31 

. 

 

The seCreTary’s reporT 

By  Jason Bloch, Telics 
Chapter 31 
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Mark your calendars now for the Fall Seminar 

in Charleston on October 15-16th. You don't’  

want to miss Uncle Als’s Low Country shrimp 

boil…..well, your stomach doesn’t. 
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Don’t forget! We’re 

on the web too @ 

www.IRWA31.com 

Got pictures of  IRWA interest? 

We can use them.  Send them to: 

bprescott@scana.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

½ page - $150 

¾ page - $200 

Whole page - $250 
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ADVERTISEMENTS 

There, w
e said it. 

Our newsletter committe
e has been working 

feverish
ly gettin

g this i
ssu

e out fo
r your in

quirin
g minds. W

e 

have some ads in
 this i

ssu
e. A

long the way, you’ve seen some 

advertis
ements f

rom some of th
e folks you’ve met at m

eet-

ings. T
heir c

ompanies have joined the IR
WA in hopes of 

making business c
onnections , b

ut also making new fri
ends. 

So, in
 order to

 further th
at, w

e’re happy to help out w
ith some 

ADVERTISEMENTS…..and, w
e believe them to be decently 

inexpensive. So, dig down a bit a
nd put your name or com-

pany name (camera ready of course) in
 print.  

One more thing—-these rates are per is
sue; capisce? 

Slightly used can for sale.  

Some consider it holy. Others 

just consider it holey. Going 

once……...  

THIS SPACE 

FOR RENT! 
(cheap—480 dollars & a mule, 

rented, of course) 

TO ALL OF OUR ADVERTISERS.              
You’re making the newsletter look 

pretty fine. THANKS  

 

1/4 page—$75.00 

 

 

 

 

1/8 page - $40 

Mark your calendars now for the 

Fall Seminar in Charleston on Oc-

tober 15-16th. You don't  want to 

miss Uncle Als’s Low Country 

shrimp boil…..well, your stomach 

doesn’t want to miss it.  
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Families provide for their children making sure they have the tools necessary to make their way in 
the world.  Families act as role models for each other; parents lead and train their children; older 
children model for siblings.  Families want the best for the next generations to come. 

 

As RWIEF President Carol Croft, SR/WA so aptly described in her address to the IRWA Board of Di-
rectors during the 2015 International Education Conference in San Diego, we are family.  We 
gather each year to transact business and there is true affection for our peers.  We look forward to 
catching up with each other -- we know spouses, children and grandchildren.  We are truly a pro-
fessional family. 

 

Nowhere is that more apparent than in the way we support education for today’s right of way pro-
fessionals and the next generation to come.  The generosity that members and corporate sponsors 
showed this year was nothing short of amazing.  The Foundations’ golf tournament raised $30,000, 
the auction $16,000, the Monday night event $36,850 and donations of $45,705 were presented at 
the Board of Directors’ meeting.  A grand total of $128,555! 

 

RWIEF has funded approximately $500,000 in education and leadership products over the last 
three to four years and holds current funding commitments of $182,031.   CRWEF has funded ap-
proximately $158,231 in education products over the last four years and holds no current funding 
commitments.  With IRWA’s plans to launch six to ten new and revised courses each year for the 
next three years, your continued support is critical.  This year you have emphatically shown your 
steadfast commitment and support for our family of right of way professionals.  On behalf of all in 
the industry today, and the next generation to come, the RWIEF and CRWEF are ever grateful! 

We Are 

Family         
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Things you Might have Missed in Concord or 

Maybe Not………..6/8’s serious stuff 

Didn’t happen there. All the 

pics are serious. Seriously? 

What’s going on here?…….Tonda just wants to 

smile for the camera. Bill could care less. He’s con-

centrating on the food. Nothing new there, move 

along. Same old story in October at Als too. 

The cold, damp weather…isn’t it summer time there? Serious topic. 

I’m telling you Paul, you don’t want to go there!~ Cereally. 

Jace, let me tell you about my grandkids. No, wait, I don’t 

have any. Hmmm, how about my Chinchilla farm? 
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FALL 2015 COURSE OFFERING 

C604:  ENVIRONMENTAL DUE DILIGENCE AND LIABILITY 

An overview of the environmental due diligence process and the liability associated with purchasing prop-
erty 

 

Thursday, October 15th  
HOLIDAY INN CHARLESTON—MT. PLEASANT 

250 Johnnie Dodds Blvd., Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464 

(843) 884-6000 
 

Register online at www.irwaonline.org 

Contact Holly Whitley-Cataldo at holly.whitley-cataldo@hdrinc.com for more information 

 

Course Level: Intermediate 

Course Length: 1 day – 8 AM to 5 PM 

IRWA Credits: 8 QEU / CEU 

Prerequisites: IRWA Course 600 “Environmental Awareness” (or equivalent), or have an environ-
mental background. 

Course Description 

This course provides the right of way professional with an understanding of the environmental due dili-
gence components. Participants learn to recognize when a due diligence report should be ordered, as well 
as how reports should be analyzed.   

Credentialing 

 Generalist:  An intermediate course that can be applied towards the ARWP, RWP  or SR/WA pro-
gram. 

 Specialist:  Required course for the R/W-EC program.   

Topics 

 Innocent Purchaser Defense 

 ASTM Phase I ESA standard 

 EPA’s “All Appropriate Inquiry” rule 

 Educate attendees about other components of environmental due diligence 

 Guidance on how to order due diligence services and establish expectations 

 Illustrate how to analyze the reports and their impacts on the proposed project 

 

Who should take this course 

This course is recommended for right of way professionals who have some environmental background, are actively in-
volved in right of way projects, and may encounter environmental issues during their  

normal duties (e.g., acquisition/relocation, appraisal).    
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FALL 2015 SEMINAR AND SOCIAL REGISTRATION FORM 

 

Thursday Social at Al Oswald’s Low Country Boil  

$10 per person  

# attending ___ 

 

Friday Seminar (including lunch)   

$30 per person   

# attending ___ 

 

           Name           _______________________________  Phone: ________________ 

 Company            ___________________________________________________ 

 Street / P.O. Box           _____________________________________________ 

 City           _______________________________________________________ 

           Guest(s) Name(s):  ________________________________________________ 

      Guest’s Company:  _____________________________________________ 

 

REGISTER BY FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2 

 

     Register online at our Chapter website:  www.irwa31.com 

or  

mail this form along with a check payable to IRWA Chapter 31 to: 

 

Matt Rhoad 

Smith Anderson Law Firm 

P.O. Box 2611, Raleigh, NC 27602 

mrhoad@smithlaw.com  -  (919) 821-6748 


